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VSBackup v6.0.994.2021

VSBackup is a Visual Studio extension for backing up and restoring a solution without
having to leave Visual Studio. VSBackup is a very useful extension if you are not
using any version control or if you are in the prototyping stage. This is not a
substitute for source control. Take care of your code files. Only full backups are
performed.

PREREQUISITES

VSBackup uses Robocopy for the backup process. Please make sure that Robocopy.exe is
located at the following location, ‘C:\Windows\System32’ before the backup operation.
As of now, VSBackup has only been tested with Visual Studio 2017.

OPERATION

BACKUP

To start a backup, either load an existing solution or create one. You will find the commands for VSBackup in the
VSBackup menu on the Tools menu.
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There are two ways to start the backup process. The first way is to right-click on
the solution and then click the VS Backup - Start Backup menu item on the context-
menu.

ARl Solution Explorer v X
|\ -

+ 68 -2 F[=%

. Search Solution Explorer (Ctrl+;) P~

| Build Solution Ctrl+Shift+B
Rebuild Solution
Clean Solution

\atn g AP EPCRG e

@8 Dependencies
C# Classl.cs

C# Class12.cs
P‘*—A D o A POAN r
-LJ

=t ol
[P CopyFull Path
> Open Folder in File Explorer
551 Open in Terminal
Save As Solution Filter
Hide Unloaded Projects

/’ Properties Alt+Enter

.= VSBackup - Start Backup

The other way is to click the Start Backup menu command located in the VSBackup Tools
menu. If this is the first backup for the solution, the settings form will be
displayed. Either change the location of the backup or accept the default backup
location. See the Settings section for instructions. Click the OK button.
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Once the backup is complete, either success or fail, a message box will be displayed.
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VIEWING BACKUPS

To view a list of backups for the solution, click View -> Other Windows - VSBackups -
Backups.

6|Page Copyright © 2020-2021 Lonestar Softworx

LONESTAR




VSBackup v6.0.994.2021

0 File Edit View Git Project Build
> Open

Open With...
R Solution Explorer Ctrl+Alt+L

& ait Changes

5 Git Repository
£ Team Explorer
B server Explorer

Ctrl+0, Ctrl+G
Ctrl+0, Ctrl+R
Ctrl+\, Ctrl+M
Ctrl+Alt+S

Debug Test Analyze Tools Extensions Window H
~ AnyCPU ~ P ConsoleAppl ~ [> ~ | EB
feneric;

WM

e " -

B3 Toolbox Ctrl+Alt+X
[ Notifications Ctrl+\, Ctrl+N
Terminal Ctrl+"
er Windows BEJ Command Window Ctri+Alt+A
" Toolbars » @) DataSources Shift+Alt+D
¢3  Full Screen Shift+Alt+Enter g’ Load Test Runs
All Windows Shift+Alt+M @ Data ol Opsaticns
Navigate Backward Ctrl+- Il Microsoft Azure Activity Log
Navigate Forward Ctrl+Shift+- il Diagnostic Events
Next Task B HDInsight Task List Window
Previous Task & HiveServer2 Output Window
}' Properties Window F4 ? Application Insights Search
Property Pages Shift+F4 12 Live Share
& Web Publish Activity
> Task Runner Explorer Ctrl+Alt+Bkspce
JSON Outline
i Containers
[JE Devicelog
B=] Package Manager Console
- ckup - Backups
&7 IntelliCode
&) Browser Link Dashboard
@ IntelliCode suggestions
:3__5 Document Outline Ctrl+Alt+T
/& Property Manager
©J Resource View Ctrl+Shift+E
3 Python Environments Ctrl+K, Ctrl+"
Python Interactive Window Alt+|
F# Interactive Ctrl+Alt+F
“-\f/\ f\\ C# Interactive

7|Page Copyrigh

t © 2020-2021

LONESTAR

Lonestar

Softworx



VSBackup v6.0.994.2021

A window with the backups associated with the solution will appear.

Backups v 2 X g
: @) Hard Delete €QSoft Delete | i Restore = g¥Refresh | From: | 12/11/2021 [3] | To: [12/11/2021 53| _ <
Name Backup Date/Time

ConsoleApp1_2021_7_24_0_40_59 07/24/2021 12:40:59 AM

ConsoleApp1_2021_7_26_20_51_39 07/26/2021 8:51:40 PM

ConsoleApp1_2021_7_26_20_56_57 07/26/2021 8:56:57 PM

ConsoleApp1_2021_7.26_20_57_17 07/26/2021 8:57:17 PM

ConsoleApp1_2021_7_26_21_26_46 07/26/2021 9:26:46 PM

ConsoleApp1_2021_8_11_22_57_51 08/11/2021 10:57:53 PM

ConsoleApp1_2021_8_11_22_58_15 08/11/2021 10:58:16 PM

_2021_8 22_10_41.49 08/22/2021 10:41:49 AM

_2021.8.22.10_43_11 08/22/2021 10:43:11 AM

_2021.8_22_10.48_11 08/22/2021 10:48:11 AM

_2021_8 2214 32_47 08/22/2021 2:32:43 PM

_2021.8 23,14 33 54 o 08/22/2021 2:33;35 PM P
a7 e WA e NS

Each backup will have an image next to image denoting the type of backup.

Z

Entries that have this image, will show that the backup was zipped. This image,

“owin show that the folder was backed up without compression.

To sort backups, click the column you want to sort by, and it will sort by ascending
or descending order.

The Backups tool window has six toolbar items:

Hard Delete Deletes the backup from the list as well as the backup
location.
Soft Delete Deletes the backup from the backup list only.
Restore Restores a backup to a specified location.
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Refresh Refreshes the backup 1list.

From/To Allows you to filter the backups by date. To revert to the
complete list of backups, click the Refresh button.

BACKUP NOTE

You can add a note or edit an existing note to a backup.

Right-Click on the backup you want to enter a note for. Click the Edit Note menu item.

Backups - g
. €)Hard Delete € Soft Delete & Restore 4 Refresh | From: | 12/11/2021 J To: [131 1/2021 | . =
Mame Backup Date/Time
ConsoleApp1_2021_7_24 0_40_59 07/24/2021 12:40:59 AM
ConsoleAppl_2021_7_26_20.51_38 07/26/2021 8:51:40 PM
ConsoleAppl_2021_7_26_20_56_57 07/26/2021 8:56:57 PM
Consolefppl_2021_7 26 205717 07/26/2021 &:57:17 PM
Consolefppl_2021_7_26_21_26_45 07/26/2021 9:26:46 PM
ConsoleAppl_2021_8_11_22 57 51 08/11/2021 10:57:53 PM
Consolefnn] 20218 1122 58.15 08/11/2021 10:58:16 PM
Hard Delete ) 41_49 08/22/2021 10:47:48 AM
Soft Delete 43 11 08/22/2021 10:43:11 AM
— 48 11 08/22/2021 10:48:11 AM
| 32 47 08/22/2021 2:32:48 PM
|_Edit Note 33 54 D8/22/2021 2:33:55 PM
Delete Note 34 27 D8/22/2021 2:34:27 PM

Enter the text of the note. To save the note, click the Save button. To cancel the save, click the Cancel button.
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=] Backup Mote - 243/500 ot

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit.
Lk egestas finibus odio vel tincidunt. Aliguam tempus
maximus sem, ut malesuada lectus convallis ut. Biam
dui diam, luctus id omare id, efficitur non erat.
Pellentesgue quis erat ante.

@ Save

4 Cancel

To delete the note, click the Delete Note button.

0|
Backups @
: = 7 3
: (3 Hard Delete ) Soft Delete | /g Restore | G¥Refresh  From: l12;1 1/2021 | Tor I 12/11/2021 |5
Mame Backup Date/Time
ConsoleApp1_2021_7.24.0.40_59 07/24/2021 12:40:59 AM
ConsoleApp1_2021_7_26.20_51.39 07/26/2021 8:51:40 PM
ConsoleApp1_2021_7_26_20_56_57 07/26/2021 8:56:57 PM
ConsoleApp1_2021_7_26.20_57_17 07/26/2021 &:57:17 PM
ConsoleApp1_2021_7_26._21_26_46 07/26/2021 9:26:46 PM
ConsoleApp1_2021_8_11.22_57_51 08/11/2021 10:57:53 PM
Fmmmmla Bl A0 0119758 15 08/11/2021 10:58:16 PM
Flasd Belete 08/22/2021 10:41:49 AM
Soft Delete 08/22/2021 10:43:11 AM
o 08/22/2021 10:48:11 AM
: 08/22/2021 2:32:43 PM
Edit Mote
I 08/22/2021 2:33:55 PM
Peite it 08/22/2021 2:34:27 PM

RESTORE

To restore a backup, select the backup from the Backups tool window. Either select
Restore from the toolbar, right-click on the selected backup then click Restore from
the menu or click Restore from the VSBackup menu.

10| Page Copyright © 2020-2021 Lonestar Softworx

LONESTAR




VSBackup v6.0.994.2021

Backups

: @) Hard Delete € Soft Delete| /i Restore | ¥ Refresh | From: | 12/11/2021 [35]| To: | 12/11/2021 53] _
Name Backup Date/Time
ConsoleApp1_2021_7_24_0_40_59 07/24/2021 12:40:59 AM
ConsoleApp1_2021_7_26_20_51_39 07/26/2021 8:51:40 PM
ConsoleApp1_2021_7_26_20_56_57 07/26/2021 8:56:57 PM
ConsoleApp1_2021_7.26_20_57_17 07/26/2021 8:57:17 PM
Hard Delete ConsoleApp1_2021_7_26_21_26_46 07/26/2021 9:26:46 PM
Soft Delete ConsoleApp1_2021_8_11_22_57_51 08/11/2021 10:57:53 PM
— " ConsoleApp1_2021_8_11_22_58_15 08/11/2021 10:58:16 PM
_2021.8_22.10_41.49 08/22/2021 10:41:49 AM
Edit Note _2021.8.22.10.43_11 08/22/2021 10:43:11 AM
Delete Note _2021.8_22_10_48_11 08/22/2021 10:48:11 AM
~ 1.8.22 1432 47 OG-ty 2:32:43 a1 A
\ l".‘-“-"?}.R\‘\aili ( “ﬁa;/ \ N
B W 7 kw’ Nt o B S P LY SV /.
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Once the restore process has completed, either with a success or failure, a message
box will be displayed.

SETTINGS

To change the backup and restore settings, click the Settings menu command located in
the Tools menu.
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t  Project Build Debug Test Analyze Tools Extensions Window Help
|~ Get Tools and Features... lnsol il [ =B
Manage Preview Features
Android 2
i0S 3
Archive Manager...
v
VSBackup * .= Start Backup
83 Connect to Database... “m Restore
93 Connect to Server... [} Settings
SQL Server 3 @ Help
Data Lake > fat Report A Problem
Leave Feedback
[[1 Code Snippets Manager... Ctrl+K, Ctrl+B .
Enter License Key...
Choose Toolbox Items...
About VSBackup
NuGet Package Manager » )
Options...
Python v
Create GUID
Error Lookup
Spy++
External Tools...

Theme

The following form will be displayed with two tabs.
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10 Settings >
-® Backup ‘& Restore
Location

(@) lUse Default Location:  C:\Users'scott\Documentz\MyBack UpData

() Prompt for location on each backup
() Use this location: i ﬁ'v

= MNaming Options

@& oK 32 Cancel

BACKUP

LOCATION

There are three options for setting up the location for the backup:

Use Default Location The backup will always be stored at this
location.

Prompt for location on each backup Displays a prompt for the location of the
backup.

Use this location Allows you to either type in a location, select a location by

clicking the folder icon = , or selecting a previously saved

restore location by clicking the drop-down arrow, v
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~J Settings

-m Backup ‘& Restore

Location

(@) lUse Default Location:  C:\Users'scott\Documentz\MyBack UpData

() Prompt for location on each backup

() Use this location: B -

E_a Locati
@. Compression

=0 Naming Options

@ oK | |32 cancel |

NAMING

There are three options for naming the backup:
Use Solution Name The backup will have the same name as the solution.
Prompt for name on each backup Displays a prompt for the name of the backup.

Use Custom Name The backup will have the name of whatever is entered
into the text box.
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{:_—;-f Settings
~® Backup ‘& Restore
Naming Options

(@ U=e Solution Mame
i) Prompt for name on each backup

() Use custom name:

@_ Compression

I Naming Options

@ ok | |38 Cancel |

ZIP (COMPRESS)

To Zip (compress) the backup, enable the Zip Backup option.
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| = Backup ‘& Restore
| Compression

|| dip Backup?

| Password protect Zip file? | ¥

& Location
| :__i'ﬁ Compression

= MNaming Options
| © 0K | 3§ Cancel

To password protect the Zip file, enable the Password Protect Zip File? option.
Password must be at least 8 characters in length. To view what you have typed, click

.
the ' button. To hide what you typed, click the button.
To only back up the solution directory if the folder size is greater than a certain

amount, click the Only Zip backup if the solution is greater than option and enter an
amount.

To save the settings, click the OK button. To discard any changes or just to exit the
form, click the Cancel button.

A form will appear listing the selected and entered options. You can turn this form
off and on by going to Tools -> Options > VSBackup - General Settings and checking
or un-checking the Show Backup Options Summary.

RESTORE

LOCATION
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There are three options for setting up the restore location for the backup:

Use Default Location

Prompt for location on each restore

Use this location

The backup will always be restored to this
location.

Displays a prompt for the location of the
restore.

Allows you to either type in a location, select a location by

(]

clicking the folder icon , or selecting a previously saved

restore location by clicking the drop-down arrow, M

{%} Settings
“m Backup @ Restore
Location

(® Use Default Location C:\Users'scott\Documents®,

() Prompt for location on each restore

(3 Use this location:

© oK |$§ Cancel |

OPTIONS
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To access the options for VSBackup, you can click Tools = Options and scroll down to VSBackup or you can select

the click the Options menu item on the VSBackup menu.

t

Project

®

iflsi

Build Debug

Get Tools and Features...
Manage Preview Features
Android

i0S

Archive Manager...

Invoke Start
VSTimeTraq

VSBackup

Connect to Database...

Connect to Server...
SQL Server
Data Lake

Code Snippets Manager...

Choose Toolbox Items...

NuGet Package Manager
Python

Create GUID

Error Lookup

Spy++

External Tools...

Theme

Command Line

I~  +andF

BACKUP EVENTS
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Copyright

Extensions
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Help
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« Leave Feedback

Enter License Key...

About VSBackup
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Help
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Options ?
Search Options (Ctrl+E) ol ~ Files
b Live Unit Testing = After File is Added False
b Nodejs Tools After File is Removed False
b NuGet Package Manager After File is Renarmed True
b Python v Projects |
I Service Fabric Tools After Directory is Added False »
B Snapshot Debugger After Directory is Removed False
I S0L Server Tools After Directory is Renamed False
[ Test After Project is Added False
[: Test Adapter for Google Test Project is Removed False
[ Text Templating w Solution
4 VSBackup After Solution Closes False
1 Backup Events ] After Solution Opens False
Data File Backup
General Settings
I Web Forms Designer After Directory is Added
b Web Live Preview (Preview) Perform a backup after a directory is added to a project.
I Web Performance Test Tools »

o) o

You can now back up your solution when an event fires in Visual Studio. Select either
True or False from the drop down for each option and then click the OK button to save

your changes.

DATA FILE BACKUP

To back up the data file, go to Tools > Options -> VSBackup and select the Data File

Backup
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Options ? *

Search Options (Ctrl+E) ol Current Backup Location: Childsers, \Documentst MyBackupDatatl onestarbe

Live Unit Testing " Backups to Keep: 1 =]
MNede,js Tools =

MNuGet Package Manager Sackup Freuttey
Python Last Backup Date: 08/10/2021
Service Fabric Tools

Snapshot Debugger

SOL Server Tools
Test Backups

Test Adapter for Google Test ic 2021 8 10 12 25 20,data

. Restare
Text Templating

V5Backup
Backup Events
| Data File Backup |
General Settings
I Web Forms Designer
I Web Live Preview (Preview)
I Web Performance Test Tools bt

h = T T T T T

To change the location, click the link labeled Current Backup Location and then
select the preferred backup location.

To keep to only a of certain of backups, change the Backups to Keep value by clicking
the down or up arrow button.

To change when the data file will be backed up, select an option from the Backup
Frequency drop-down. The Daily, Weekly, or Monthly options can only be chosen if a
manual backup has been performed first. These backups will occur when the solution
closes.

Manual The backup will not be done automatically and will be performed
every time when the button is clicked.

Daily The backup will occur every day after the last backup date.

Weekly The backup will occur every 7 days after the last backup.

Monthly The backup will occur every 30 days after the last backup date.
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To restore a data file backup, select the backup you want to restore from the list
labeled Backups. Then click the Restore button. You must close then open a solution
to reload the backups for that solution.

GENERAL SETTINGS

To turn on or to turn off the backup settings summary form, check or un-check the
Show Backup Options Summary checkbox.

Options ? *

Search Options (Ctrl+E) o 17 General Settings

Live Unit Testing ~
Mode,js Tools

MuGet Package Manager

Python

Service Fabric Tools

[ | show Backup Options Summary?

Automatic Backup Interval:

Snapshot Debugger
50L Server Tools
Test
Test Adapter for Google Test
Text Templating Convert Data File
V5Backup

Backup Events

Data File Backup

General Settings |
I Web Forms Designer

h = T T T T T

I Web Live Preview (Preview)
- Web Performance Test Tools b

To initiate automatic backups at a specified interval which are in minutes, select
the value from the drop down labeled Automatic Backup Interval. Selecting © will turn
of the automatic backups.

Click the OK button to save.
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Starting with Version 2.x, if you are upgrading from Version 1.x, the data file must
be converted. This option will only be enabled if you have to convert the data file.

FEEDBACK

To leave a suggestion or feedback on how we can improve VSBackup or to rate VSBackup,
click the Leave Feedback menu item.
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t Project Build Debug Test Analyze Tools Extensions Window Help

i Get Tools and Features... l’nsoleApp1 - D ~| B3| B .
Manage Preview Features

Android »
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Archive Manager...

VSBackup * .= StartBackup
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93 Connect to Server... {97 Settings
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D lake > ‘m‘ Report A Problem
Leave Feedback
[[1 Code Snippets Manager... Ctrl+K, Ctrl+B -
Enter License Key...
Choose Toolbox Items...
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— et \ /"A e’ N

REPORTING ISSUES
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To report an issue, click the Report a Problem menu command. The Report a Problem form will also be displayed if
any catastrophic issue arises. You will have an opportunity to review it before sending it.

t Project Build Debug Test Analyze Tools Extensions Window Help

|~ Get Tools and Features... LsoleApp] - D - B oA
Manage Preview Features
Android 2
i0S i
Archive Manager...
»
VSBackup * .= Start Backup
83 Connect to Database... “m Restore
93 Connect to Server... 197 Settings
SQL Server i @ Help
Datalnke ) |ﬁ Report A Problem
Leave Feedback
[[1 Code Snippets Manager... Ctrl+K, Ctrl+B .
Enter License Key...
Choose Toolbox Items...
About VSBackup
NuGet Package Manager » .
Options...
Python y
Create GUID
Error Lookup
Spy++
External Tools...
Theme
\* Command Lm; ™ ‘\ ,\‘.
,—" ”
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RELEASE NOTES

> 6.0.994.2021 - 01/17/2021
o Added the ability to add or delete a note on a backup.
o Added the ability to filter the backups list by a date range.

o Added Options command to the VSBackup to take the user directly to the
Options page for VSBackup.

o Added Help command to take the user to the documentation web page for
VSBackup.

o Enclosed the Backup operation in thread.
o Added Backup location options.

o Added Restore location options.
o Redesigned the Settings form.
» 5.1.980.2021 - 11/23/2021

o Fixed an issue with the Install Target being incorrect in the VSIX
manifest file.

» 5.0.979.2021 - 11/22/2021
o Converted to Visual Studio 2022.
o Minor bug fixes.

o Removed data conversion process.
> 4.0.944.2021 - 09/13/2021

o When a backup is right clicked, a context menu is displayed with commands
to either perform a Hard or Soft Delete or to Restore a backup.
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o When the Backups area is right-clicked, a context-menu will display with
the Refresh command.

o Re-arranged and grouped menu items in the VSBackup Tools menu.

o When certain events happen in Visual Studio, a backup is performed.
» 3.1.550.2021 - 06/30/2021

o [FIXED]: Going to Tools --> Options --> VSBackup causes Visual Studio to
Crash.

o [FIXED]: The backup location is not saved.
o [FIXED]: The License Key activation fails.
> 3.0.540.2021 - 05/07/2021

o Added the ability to leave feedback, a suggestion, or give the extension
a rating.

o Backing up the data file manually or on a schedule has been added. Also,
the ability to restore a data file backup has been added.

» 2.2.352.2021 - 04/02/2021

@]

[FIXED]: The name of the backup is the solution directory name instead of
the solution name.

> 2.1.342.2021 - @4/01/2021
o Various UI modifications.
> 2.0.340.2021 - 03/26/2021
o Various UI enchantments and modifications.

o If a backup is selected to be restored and if it does not exist, the option
to remove it from the backup list has been added.
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o The ability to Zip (compress) a solution has been added. A password for the Zip
file can be set. Also, an option to Zip the solution when it is greater than a
specified amount has been added.

o Sorting can now be performed on the Backup Date/Time and Name columns in
the Backups list.

o An icon will appear next to the backup denoting the type of backup,
directory or Zip.

o There is 30@-day trial period of the extension. When the trial period ends,
backups can no longer be performed.

o The format for the data file has changed.

» 1.5.102.2021 - 01/21/2021

o [FIXED]: When the extension failed to load in Visual Studio 2017 due to an

assembly reference issue.
> 1.4.101.2021 - 01/12/2021

o [FIXED]: When opening a solution in Visual Studio 2019 using the Open Recents
dialog, the Visual Studio events would not fire causing the backup settings
and backups not to load. Nor could a backup profile be created.

> 1.3.100.2021 - 01/06/2021

o Added logging
» 1.2.99.2021 - 01/06/2021

o Upgraded for Visual Studio 2019
» 1.1.93.2021 - @1/01/2021

o [FIXED]: When submitting a Problem Report, leaving a required field empty
and then filling it in would result in a loop when re-submitting the Problem
Report

> 1.87.2020 - 12/24/2020
o Initial Release
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